
B-p,lIars. n,,, ,,,'In bl~<I; bum!"" ""d. fronl.nd r.,., gj,,,. ,'an' 
.,;0., on 'he rocui:>< splil -gille look and .VOId any COflfu>ioo 
"'Ilb <:he' «>I<. ~1)'ho! pn"""" (early ('-car r'OlOI}p<S "'-= d>n ­
to""'>!)' ....... I" O",-roI<1 ~blX,er) 

Th< plcal'"S n.enor ;s foll"",-<'II up '-cry .. <UI» an in' ",n, 
and xwmmo'LII,ng in.eno.. ' \S"l •.• he ar" .... ><lth .... ""fi­
CIn,. " <"rt;IInly allo-'$ ttt< .moon. of room ,110.. American car 
o" 'n.".", u$Cd 10, .. <1 .... ,0-<,<1<: and f"",-.nd·ar,If 110' In heIgh •. 
The I",",' Ua". ",i,h ,~b,"'nli.1 booh,"" for "lcr~1 >upporl. mal.< 
!""'"g ,n a hlll< dltticult on ,he dn,d. ;><Ie: the I"',,,oS<I. 
,.-j,h no "'h«1 .0 ft, hi, leg. undo,. h .. nQ prublem. Tho doth 
urhol;,,,!),, " ,.il.bk in .i,h., SlaY'" '.n ""hem .. ,n a .... "",' 
ra", .. of ' OnO!>. impart!. ri<hn.:ss .,;(boul 'ryin, l(' .chi",-.. . 
lu~u')' .pp .. ranc.:. The Fiero comei' " <uher • b;l$e m,,<kl 
("h., Po."." all ... n,,,~I<'·~I) 01' ""ilb lIIe S'E pacbge. Th. 
f(lml~, Ii >OfI\C"' .... 1 spa""n. oksipood as a pric. lead ••. and .... 
f",,1 al ........ c'n)' I:>u)"" ""iII "'."n, ,h. S;E mo.kl. .. "h si;n,~. 
canlly more lrul) u>abl. cqu'pm~nL. 

n.. in'lrumenl pod. p<>sit;o,,~ d_ 10 ,h •• ,«nn; wheel 
"lth h.adl,gh'. In,.riot hgh'. "' ....... ·'ndo"'· h .... ' .nd 1<3 ' deck 
rol •• .., ,""iICh •• n~a, Ih. dri, 0'" fingers. ha> la,;~. round. " ,.d" 
lion.1 d,als fo' l. chom.,., and .p<.dOmel<r. wi,h 'he poinlors 
,,011 .mph",~~ in orang<. Fuel. WalO' lemp<:ra,urc and .lter­
ulO, p"a" a,~ ,"d"d~ b", none fo, oil p,"",,"ro. one of Ih~ 
~"(faL fUlK't,ons in 'he ,,-am;nl Ligh' display. The $l«ring 
",·h.d h» a nra fal nm and ,lie ri,'~'" ngh' hand drops ngh' 
0010 'he ta' Ie,..". anpod t",,-anI 'he Idt b«ause of ,h. gu, 
",d,h (IO in ,) of the console. The con50le ;. hig.. inten'ionally 
50 ' 0 ptO">d •• lU'ural armr .. ,. ""d ,ncludc'$ 'ht tl«,1i<; .. .,n-
1Io>o.· .nd mirror control .. as "'-~II a. r~ ... "',rays (,h. In J"~e a, 
I'<>nl~c .n"n~enna i, lhal proj«l . h,ef Hulk, Aldib", ... n ,n· 
... ,.ra, •• mol«, rcqu;,~ ,hem). A, ,he fron' of the consol. is 
lh. hou,ina for 'he he.' .. ,..·.nulallon/.i' condlllonlna wn,rol. 
and Ih. Delco AM/FM $, .. «1 ,«eiv .. and cassellc. whi<:h hal 
~k-and·K.n bunonl and a V.phlo cqu.h~~'. The al. sys'em 
prodIKed lou. of IlrlI"",' in e"~1JI mod. ,n Ihe Ix" Am.,iean 
monn ...... hil~ Ih~ radio ..... s enhan""" by >le"", 'l'""lel> in 
tl<'h h.~rw (Ihe 11"",1 can Ix mo,'~ to ,II<: t"-.:> <bslr-moun" 
~ .p<. k~fS by t1>< bob .... knob). 

The les, ca, .. .". cquippnl ""i,h almo;( ~'~IJI oplion on 'he 
Firro lOS! (In addition '0 ,bose al'ea<.ly .... ntion~); (ruts.: OOn­
,,01, el""'nc door locks. door map pocke". ca'p<I~ ""', .. sun 
vi10r .. n11) m,rTO<. lime<.l glass. alld mUlli-cydc ",ndslrkld ""1'" 
ef>. Ih. I~$l'n~mcd wi,h ,h~ "ron,.s,. mo:u dr-x,,,-. washer 
.prJy "·c'v. cnooun'e,ed. hem. nol on Ihe car , ... ~ bu' whICh 
We •• pencnc~ on olh~r e .. mples "'~r~ the 3'!p<ed aUlom''';c 
,ran.miS>iQn (,oexI e"<>\Igh lf )'OU ahoQlu,dy rcfD;.c '0 shin 
ge:or». ,.a, dc<:k lugao,ge r.u:k (u;.cful. «<n",<kr;ng 'he "''Y hmi,· 
N luWge .'<>Iume behInd ,h •• nl'n<. I( >OfI\C"'ha' >poiling Ih. 
ea,', hn .. ) and tear-openln~ro"""",,b'" gl ..... roof ~cl (olfer­
'"; u <los<: 10 open·a" dri"'n; '" po»>blc " 'llh ,h. full space· 
hili( upper Ol"""Ute)_ 

Th. mlln ~haS$t$ 0PIJOd .... hi<:h,..., cons>der n<C<:$$;1')" 10 thc 
l'lero', awu!. r< Ih. WS6 'U'P<"'IO" pacba<"_ ThIS consiS!< of 
sil ifer .p<t"P Ind shock. fronl .nd ..... 14·in. caOl .Iuminum 
"heel> of , .... "iw.1 .s ,,<II as ,echnlcal 1mpa(t. and Ibe .1· 
ready n,en,ion.d 215160 Eagl. GT h,.o , D"p". 'he hgh' 1000d· 
,ng" Ihe fronl (app<o.imalely \200 It> ""h dri"e' .nd f"eI) 
,he .. is. he .. y .,«nng dron ""hen 'he Ca' ' •• UUioMry Or mo"· 
,ng ,1",,'\)'; n","nhela.<. I'<>nllao', d""'>100 no, 10 u« f'O"e' .,. 
;'SI to Ipplauded ... 'he " .. nng i. '"Cry SOOd" hig. .p«<!. l 'h. 
'urnrn; circle .. an uII""rddy 38.~ n and bump st«r OS =lIy 
no .. c~ on ' ''"lull' ,,,,,do; o'he .... ".' riaccmcn, 1$ P""''''' and 
dri,· .. cOIIfi<kn« qui<:kl) ... 1JIC'd . AdhOlOll " ",,«lIenl. "."h 
0.8 12g "(or<l«l ,n the sJ<ldp.>d "'" .nd 60.6 mph achkv~ in 
,h •• la1om Wllh modera,. "n<kl>le.,. 'he ,,,,,hn,,!u,, on "',n<.l· 
,na r«ldS 's 10 SO in <lc.."p. b.:r.i>ncc Ihe car .. ilh lh. b"k ... and 
f'O"'cr 'hrougk. all 'he ,,'h,le mOln",nlng' high .. e"~c $pCCd, 
W"houl 'chie"na Ih~ nimbl.n .. , of. .. y. ,h. Fi" X 1/9. 'he 
Fie..-" ch.<.Si, " an c~c~llen' eombi .. llon of handhng and ndc. 
s: ~(M.O.TJ,ACI; 

ReIlly rough .u,f.c ... anJ .uch 'hmg< II Sp""d bumps and 
1Io1l> do,,, " 'i\\ ;.cnd J"II. through the .) .. ,.m llI.l, ar. """,.Iy f." 
In 'he >lccrin!- 0.·"",11. 'he F .. ro 1I.l. a c;lpabl~ and con~<knce· 
bUI!dl"g comport"",n, ""IIh ,he WS6 wSf><n<ion. Th~ h .... l .. 
.dJ 10 IhlS: OUr 0, ..... 11 ","ns is 'Of)' ~ dr<pi'~ a $hghl lockup 
a,!he ra, un<k. ponIC br:akinS- Th~ a, OIl " 'hICh "'e rcoord~ 
,h. 'topPln~ di.lancn "'~, nOl';ccably ,,' Of'>< ,n ,h" re>p«' tha" 
~ve",1 o'h~r ~umples 'n~d Ilt ... ,., It IS hkely 'hat 'hese figure, 
" ould be be"C! fo, rROI't I~.""'. 

h', good Ih" Ihe Fie,..., beh."" 50 .poningJl "hen nUn! 
~bou', bec.u~ 'he cngin. <, h. old "'Iron Duke"' .5·\'lo,4·C)I · 
Inder In X-ca, ,ran"',,,,, config"""",,n. mo,-.d '0 'he lsad) is 
JU>l b.II"'I~' P""'crfu] enouSh 10 pica ... The 91·bhp unit onl) 
.... ,0 SOOO rpm .nd 'here arc onl) fou, "'idcl) .poC<'d a.al> . .., 
)'001 can', ge' .ny 'hnll' ",nn,n! II up 10 ,cdline .. nd sn.pp'ng II 
,nlo Ihe next g<ar. In {.im"",- Ih",. "enough 'orquc. a resp«" 
able 1J4 II>-f' "' 2800 rpm ....... 'I.bl< 'hrough a ",<k enough 
bond 10 k«p the car ""0""; alon! $lron"y ,,·;thou, .. 101 o( 
shln,ng. Wh.n you do]_ spc«Iand com. 01"".". ",3< ,her., 
a .hO<l bond of u",ble ",vs hefore )-.:>u h .. ·~ 10 .h,ft up .""n 
'rhe Inll,.1 fcdin! IS on~ of f",,,,,'ron JUs, U you get ,h. Ihtna 
soin,. bUI .. n<, ."hil. )·ou lend 10 rcl~ on 'h< good ,orq". '0 
pro"dc .. " ... dy if unll'«'l(ul ar repn«, 

Ahhough nOlchy. Ihc .h,n Io"or "·0t1.~ " 'elL re'·en.< i. h.rd 
10 ~nd unlll)"O\I learn 'o;./role;' forcibly to 'he l<f,. A"".I"",_ 
,ron from uro came OUt. full occond 51"",'« Ihan Ponl .. e prom. 
0,." ""uh 'h~ 5!l1ndard ) .)2' 1 fi",,1 dri'~ (0-60 mplr ,n 116 
,'r",,$ a qUOlod 10.S) 50 ,,"'c .. all)' don', ,ccon,m<nd 'he hIgh­
mIle.!. ""i(> of 2.J2. "hICh .11"",', Po.,,~ 10 es"m.,< a hlg.­
"."y oon.ump,i(>n fir're of SO mp; (. nl<~ round num""') Ind 
help lIS CAFE St.ndlnp, Weach .. ,~ an o'erall .. eI'lOF of 2S.0 
mp!!II OUr f,i,ly .".nuou. u",. Inciud,na a hc$, run of 28.S 
<,,,i,inga! 70-7S mph; prob.llbly 30- 32 mpt; could be l<'hieved 
a' an .,·~,agc ntor~' 60, Apin. , his i. well belo ... I'<>n,ia.·, pro­
jcclCd EP,\ numlx,of ~2 , 

A, a cOmmute, ca' (iii onl,na] rahon.le .. hen concei,'.d In 
Ih. la'c S.'-enties) ,h. Fiero 'I al .. ad~' an .u"""i,·. propo»ilro". 
" 'lth tbe lOOks. """fon .nd qualn)' 10 roarh • " ·Ir.!< rana<" of 
bu)"e ... (One can eas.1) ,ma"n •. fo, in>lance. alon;'"me I'<>n,,' 
ar "",ncr approving " for a (»IleFage 50<1 oc <bua''''' ... 'he" Ih~ 
,hough' of a F~t males him sIIuddn'!) Young "" orkln! couples 
",,,heul chlldren mighl find 11 mal. "'h,l~ 11 could app<al lO 
aln>O>l In)-.:>n< as. second cal rOl' runabou, and pl.o;u~ " ... 
High perform.noe .n,h";I"" hoo. 1"'0 choices: "" Ponllac's 
'U""r-duly .ngine p,el""llOfI bookl~1 .nd lhe appropn.:". 0".,· 
Ih....,unl .. pan. for 140- 160 bhp m""ific'l1ion~. 0' "'ai, for I],e 
2 .~·lilCr V-6 "ersionl. one of"hlch lsa 'urbo ,,-j,h \80 bhp ~nd 
cialme<laceel.ralion '0 60 mplr in Ihe ~d rana" Th. \,·6. 
are upcc:lcd For 'h~ 1~8~ model )'~ar. In 'he mean"m~ .... . 
,h,nk Pon""" ...... " ',,. ,n concen ' .... 'io! on &Ctlin! 'he bo ... ""', 
ngh'; "". found few .. nou~ obJ""""''' 10 il> conc:ep' 01' ope .... 
lion and w~k(llll( i" addi,ion '0 Ih .... nk, or affocdabl. mao 
eh,n .. for .nthll5ias' dn' ..... 

H"" alfOl'dable~ I'<>n".c 11.>, Ix.n .. Ik,n! abou, an 'pptOXI' 
male S9000 lsase pri.:~. 311hough i, had no' comm"'~ to an> 
u'<:1 figure h pre .. "m., W. would also ha ... ,o.s"ma,. ,he: 
<:0>1 oflh. s.rE ,·c ... ion JRJ th. "anoU$ dCSlrabl. oplion. on ou, 
1<., ca," S I 500 S2OOO; ""e ... ould «".inlr be pl •• OIcd ifa rully 
«Iuipp<:d SIE came in und" S I I .000. If ,.,. l'o1>,i •• 111, a ",·in· 
n ... Th. Fi.ro doc.n·1 comp<,e d"cc,ly ,,"'j,h any o,h« Car, bu, 
Ihe Ma.da RX· 7 .nd rill (SOI'T)'- Bc"on~) X 1i9 ha, c '0 be con­
»d<rcd. The former hO.$ mIKh Ix"er pCI"-..- and more 0(. opon. 
cal f..,l: ,h. L>."er;' an e.".m<i) agrl. dn"er"$ ca, ... "hou' 3 101 
ofr>O"''', WII.>, the rIC('() PfO"Kles is In •• Irom.ly d",,,blc bo", 
(01' any of. numlxr of e.oi"o, 2·",., .. appli<:at'o"S: n 'Ii oci;i' 
n .. OlII.lk, AldikocII >ald. It " SOOd a,hle,ic raw ""''''riol wait· 
,ns 10 be ''''n~ fo, 'p«,.1 u .... One can ... ily Ima"nc ,,·hal 
doubhng 'he hO"""f'O"-er ,,-,11 do for il: «nainly Co ... tle . Fe" 
ran, P<),sche a nd o,h.r hIgh "",(o,mance ca, cnginee ... oan <.<. 
f>CC" mljor .h.llenge. ri 


