== |7 ~o71 oFTEN that we test a completely new car.
F f 2ro| | one wiathout any antecedents whatsoever. The
Ficro 1s such a car. withoot precedent at Pontiac,
only the second Z-seater from General Motors
and absolutely alone as a U.S.-built mud-engine
car. One could ask whether it took a lot of courage
for Pontiac o put it into production. or whether
is appeal and potental are so strong that the GM divi-
sion is on 1o asure thing. ls novel construction and method
of manuficture (see accompanying articles) required a huge in-
vestment of money as well as brainpower. and it's obvious that
this product 1s intended to meet the challen ges of European and
Japanese industry head-on. The sleeping giant 15 not only stir-
ang. it’s stretching is muscles.

Known as the P-car project within GM. as well as to the press
durning the several vears that its development was being revealed
in bits and preces. ‘the 2-seat. md-engine, 4=cyhnder coupe has
the designaton 2M4 and the markeung name Fiero. An Ttalian
word, fiero means “proud™ or dlmmnl The first defimuion 15
appn:'tpn.m: as the Pontiac engineers, designers and production
stafl have gaven their all bnnﬂmg it 1o market; as for the sec-
ond=well. the car may be just a bit too much fun for that.

., Listprice
| Curb weight, I 2540 2160

In all. R&T staff members drove seven or eight different ex-
amples of the Fiero. most of them only briefly but three of them
for extended mileage in varving conditions that included race
irack time at Sears Point. ung -distance tounng and quick
around-town runs. All of the Freros were pilot machines. that is.
cars assembled in advance of regular production but built at the
plant from the same machinery at a slower introductory pace.
As a result, we noted several pmh!cms in the fit or npuntmn of
minor components. mostly in the intenor. but as none of these
problems occurred on more than one car. we didn’t feel they
were inherent design shoricomings

At first look. the Fiero savs, zi:ll.l: me."” Its size. proportions
and sivhng all generate immediate appeal and we didn't ¢n-
counter anvone who disliked its appearance. Being built with
the X-car drivetrain, it is a wide car at 68.9 in.. mn:{dcnnu its
93 4-in. wheelbase. This. especially when combined with the
P215/60R-14 Eagle GT tires and large wheel houses, gives it a
II'I:i:I-t_". appearance. but an overly aggressive impact 15 avoided by
the smooth. harmonious body contours. (We may see a bit more
brawn expressed by the exterior when the higher-performance
2. 9-liter lurh'l-l.hargd'd V-6 version makes 1ts debut. probably as
a 1985 model.) The entire body is plastic, of several types vary-
g in ngidity and flexibility: the surfaces and paint were uni-
formly good as was the panel fit—especially significant given
Pontiac’s umique mill-and-drill process for maintaning close wi-
erances at the attachment points. There is little visual evidence
of Pontiac henitage: the Fiero badge is all new (although some-
what reminiscent of the Trans Am's
hood chicken in the graphic rep-
resentation of the winged horse)
while division wdentity 15 con-
fined o the word Pontiac
recessed inte the lelt
headlight door and rear
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Engin infine-4 Iniing-4 2-rotor Wankel |

|| Transmission LapM Sap M S0l

=60 mph, st 118 12.4 -k
Stanging Y4 mi_ sec 182 18 A

Speed 31 and of Yo mi mpn 728 720 85
Stoppng detance Fom Bl mph 1t 150 141 151
indencr noa §? SO mph, aBA & 3 7

Laters! aocesration 4 o812 0.772 0767
Slelom speen. mph E06 60.7 B8

Fugl economy, Mpg 25.0 210 210

Iz 193 SAGT 1983 SAGT!
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