from the base 2500 Ib in the fulure unless some costly exotic
matenals are used, As lor impaci safety. we don’t have 1o worry
about whether the engine is up front or in back. because Big
Brother's standards apply equally to all designs

Acrodvnamics may not have been a high pnonty consider-
aton in the u|r|~:'|:|.1! Fiero ..:v-l-__'r:l With a r-:I-LI::u'I'_. | v '-.l.q.'|_~._~h1
and small frontal arca (bv Amencan standards). sood EPA male-
age NZUres were ;*uu'.hi-,' withoul going lor the :.'.:::1';411: i low
drag coethcient. The reported Cy is 0.377, which 15 not bad for
such a shor car, but not 100 strong an adverusing point either
One obhvious problem is the notchback rear window, which s
almost a necessary evil in a mid-engine car. Although it allows
CASY ENEING ACCUss and ventilation h|[ really ..J:ul:uri"-: the upper
airflow and increases drag while reducing potental downforce
from any rear spoiler. The Fiero's other problem is the nose-up
leading edge of the front bumper. This design allows a good
ramp angle and radiator inlet. but it also rams a lot of air down
under the nose, Mot :lt'||_'.' does this |J'-1.1L.|i[_'-. increase drae. bul i
also generates a lot of Lifl, in spite of the bottom-breather radia-
tor inlet H‘.q:|.'|-m[|.'1! Irond il figures were abhout 120 | gy [0

-

FIIONERS WY JERFEEY W, FYWAlD

|:|[1h_ which ¢can be stz ficant when the static [ronl weight s
just over 1100 Ib. It also appears that the opened headlight
buckets were not as well researched in the wind tunnel as the
Corvette's. as thev raise the Cyx o 0.4 7. Be that as it may, the
pop-ofl plastic body panel concept means that better aerody-
namics ¢an bemncorporated easily in the luture
I'he engine/driveline package doesn’t provide much of a story
this vear. Basically it is GM's transverse 2.5-liter d-cvlinder sit-
ling on a subframe just as it does in the Xe-car I'he cast iron
overhead valve engine sull puts out an everyday Y2 bhp, even >
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