
INTRODUCTION 
eiocuic rdease for 'he re .. compon
mom. bene, sun ,'jso,.. ,i.,cd wind
shidd gl,,! "nd rodio 3, Handord 
eqUIpment. In!eri", uphol.,.,)" is ."h., 
Ian and brown or 3 combi"",;"n of 
grays: for 198~ Inc only oXienor co\"" 
arc rcd. wh"e. bbck and ,,1,'",_ 

The Fiero ... tompl<lc br<:ab ... ay 
from pr<"IOU' Ponliac-or GM-I«h· 
nclog)' .oJ markoling. II i> 'he ftr>' mid
cng.ne rna» production caf from ,h. 
U,S. indusI,). 'hc fiN' " 'j,h all-pl.",. 
b<>dy (as dis,inc, from fibtrgl'''J. only 
,he =ond 2·" .. ", from G~I (.n., .n. 
Co,,'clIe) .nd after 'he Corv." 'he 

onl; non-fron' engine car . Iky<>nd ,h. 
oo,;ou. mot;,.. of opening up • no'" 
mark., and making money r<l' Ponli.c. 
;,. purpose is to ",is< public conscious
He" for 'he d,v;sion", '.chnical .,ptnis< 
and 10 dn'dop ne'" manuf'OIu'mg 
m<lhod, ,h .. comb;n~ quali,)" lmpro"..
ment ... i,h ,n~reased work .. morale. A 
,i,illO the Fiero plan1 when 'he fi", pi-
101 Cal> wcre Ixing buil1 show'ed ,hal 'he 
bu<r objoc,i,·.s ",'ere off '0 a good Itan: 
und~, plant lupcr,n'endent Ernie 
Schacf~r a,;embly·line effkienc}' \0 .. :" or 
• hig/l olller and 'ho employeos seemed 
as ",ci,ed abou, 'heir n"" product as 
an)" IPO'" ~ar ~n'husia", 

Ponuac mad~ i,. fir-a pre .. shOWIng '0 
3 youp or 31) journalists in M"hern 
C'alirom1J, handing 0"., 'he key. '0 15 

Fi.r<>s (0' • IOO-milo ",n on winding 
roads from BuTling:.mc. a~ross 'he Gold· 
<n Ga,~ Bridg<. 'hrough Marin ('oun,)" 
and 'hen '0 Napa, The rollowingday ,h~ 
cars wcr~ pu"hroush Iheir pace. on ,h~ 
S<ars Poin' rlCc 'rlck af,cr ;ns"uclion 
on Ihe c)",,",,c,uistlcs of cars and couru 
by Bill ('oo!",' (chi<fln"","o, ror 'hc 
llob Bondu",n, school) and l'hil lUll. 
Prcsen' a. teasers .... ere 'wo Fiero spe
cials produc<d by Pon'iac deSIgners. On. 
a spider ","h a low ... ind,hield and head
re" fairings bu, I.el ing • ,or of any 
kind. 'he <>Iher a full race car chassis 
baSC<J quite freely on 'he Fief<> la}'out. 
Although nei'her i. a dir«' pr«ur$(Ir of 
a produc'ion modd. Pon,iac ,,'an1< 'he 
public '0 know ,hat " 'cn mo .. In,e .. "· 
'ng Fieros ... on 'he way. @ 

PONTIAC 
driwline package WaS required. Th<n. for an aerodynamic 
hoodlin., 'he 10'" sc"ing p"'i,ion. 'han ,,·hoelb.sc .nd ligh' 
eh."i<. 'he m<l engin. loca,ion ""as juo'ificJ. The f.ct ,h., ,hi. 
creales a po,en'ially bell .. handling com!",,,,ion car m.y or 
rna)" no, ha"e becn incidcmal. 

P
O~'T'A( ("O'<lI~HIlS MlJ:\T ha,·~ had a 1<>1 of fun " 'i,h ,hi. 
proj«1. which ap!""rs 10 hO"e Ixen pu, IOgdher in 'he 
same Splnt '$ o,her Americ,n 2·sea'ers ~uch " 'he original 

('Ol'\elle .nd ,he onglnal T·blrd , ["$ as 'hough a bunch of en· 
£,n«"en,hu>iasl> go, ,ogC1hcr .nd i. ··Ok.)". Jcfs se< wha, 
e,i>ung rart. "'c""e got in 'he bin. , 
'hem inlO' rc,l spom car." Thi. is 
building >ueh hiStorical favori'e> U MOs. 
They 'ake an cxi"in~ dri, dinei'u>r<nSion 
inco'pora .. ,hem in • more In,el\:,ung 

In 'I Fiero 
SIt<: or 

'"' COm-
RX· 7. Porsche 944. O:usun 

Fiero ""se.,he imme· 
diatc question: "'Wh>' af'er " 
,·in"<'d uS ,ha, j'ronl 
Because 'he '''''0 ar. ii, , ,,'as 
j""ified in 'he corpora,io" l,rgely as, mass produc"on ceon<>
m~ CQmmulerl,porls car. This moan' ,ha, an exi"ing unotal) 
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The Fiero is Hf)' ",ide and short . It ha. a lmos, a 2_ln. greater 
'rlC~ ,han o,h .. ipons ca .... In its cia ... a nd is abou' 10 in . 
,ho"er in o"erall leng,h . The ex;"ing X-car drivdine diclO,ed 
'he wid,h (,his gh'es us anN her genero,ion or"'wid..-,rocl ·· Pon
li.es), lIut thiS mokes roll and h3ndling de"clopmen( easier 
Oi"en • 2oSe,tcr limil3'ion. 'he ... id,h al~ a llows room ror 'he 
fud tan k ""n<ath lhe eonS<:lI<, rish' at ,h. ,cnttrof gra"i'y. The 
mld ... ngln< deSIgn give. a mooera'. S6'perc~n' rear wtl£h, biu. 
I"'"I~' becau<c of a ",Ia,h'ely sho" rear o,· .. hang. When 'he 
pf<>p"""d \'·6 ixc<Imes available. howe,·cr. approxim.'el}' 100 
c"ra pound. aI the ",il ",ill increase ,he rear bias, 

The 600-lb stamped·Sl .. 1 and ~po""'ddcd il"'OC frame is 1><
Ing hishly lOu,cd, although " i, only •• Iigh' J""ia,ion from 
conven,ional uni, conmuc,ion. The primary difference i. ,ha, 
none of 'he ,tcel panel. make. up 'he e"erior body.hdl. Thi, i. 
compri,ed of c3;ily fitted pl.s,ic Outer panel>. as described in 
,h. m.in S'OI)', Th. eonap' is "<1)' simibr '0 'he Co,,'eltc·s. 
e"cp' for 'hc p,«ision·fi" mi!l .... nd-drili pr«<I$. The percent
age or plaSlic in 'he body "mcwre is likewisc simIlar '0 C",,·"". 
""ilh aboul 175 Ib of ,heel molded compound and reinforced 
... elion inJ"'lion moldcd (fil><rgl • .,.) ."erior panels. 

You c.n·, ge' o.'roit engineers '0 talk .bou' chassislx,ming 
or ",rslonal rigidllY ,he .. day •. Ins'ead ,hey like '0 refer '0 "i
bra'ion!""Iu~,,";t:I. " 'hieh are problem> pe1Oei"cJ by oomfon· 
mindeJ IOUri"S. S,ili. for <n,hu,i." drl,·crs 'his chassis i. solid 
enough. The fixed "eel lOp (no T-,op i. pl.nned) provides an 
efficien' "iffntSS'per'pound Struc'ure th" c,n', "" approached 
by "ny con.,<nibl. 'PO'" COr m.d •. Fini'< demen' analysis and 
hish " .. ng,h .. eel, ,,'e,e used e"en",·"I} '0 produ", jus, abou, 
'he minImum .«ep",bk mass-from a rid" comfon ",ndpoin,. 
So i, dotsn', look lik~ ,h,,< will ~ any major \\'Ci~1 reduclion 


