
T
"~ f'l~O . • "" .. ,""'" p<;> •• hU 
uri,'.d. Afle, I S')'Ur d ••• top. 
men, pericd In ,,-hleh ,h. only 

",oj<»' problem> .'crt ,.mpo ••• y cuI
bacb in p.."...,' rullJina ('wiu). lIul~i 
"Idibe';"' IUm , •• " broil"" ,h .. 2·.K~1 
mKknSlnc """!If in ... '984 onodeI. 
I .... ilabk ,n mld-Sept.mba. And-cn-
,buoia>u ,"". 'hfff ........ _ ,h."". l\ prel' 
'Y much whl' ;11 49-y ... -o1d. Turk-
,$h.oorn crulO< had In mind from .h¢ 

""!inn,.,.. 
Somc,h1n, of ..... v.riel ., (ien .... ! 

MOl,,". AI,flk""" ("'II<lt<; ... me " p<o
nounce" olmOO1 II l e ie'. >pelle.!. bu, 
,",'ilh ,h. "co. ...,...n~.'. "ob") ,",'o'ked 
31 I 'loC~Ofd ""r ..... juining John Dclo<· 
c'n'~ . ""nced plOJect cn,in • .,in, 
youp at 1'0"" ... in 19S6. The ]>-a, 
projo<' bcpn In .M I.,. s.,"cnl;" as a 
high-fuel,«oMmy COm m", .. car (10 
mollify GM u«uli,~ during ,"", criti
cal period). bill Aldil:a<u'l dcsJ", ""II" 
.... d 1\'0<'1 Clr hudlin. Ind pe.fo<
..... f>« in ",,,>d IlIa""'s-

Wo<k'.1 ",,,,,,",, in,e,"""'""., "'" p. 
car ILO/I' f;Oft\:c"u;a.<d 0<1 ,h. n'. !I"",. 
lure Ind .... n"fxc""n, po .... , .... Alief 
do!<idin, ,hac ic Itod", be "'id-.;..gne. for 
~a..,... of handlin, al>ll (for ~c •• !) che 
apphtacion of h"h po ... o;r ""'PU'" ,he 
. "pn,." ok •• lopro .n inokp"n<kncly 
dri.·eabl •• 11·,,,,.1 'pa"" f •• ", •• h.a"i •. 
an ''''~"'''y 'ipd "'uc,,,re ,,·i, ••. , •• 1· 
len, crash·b.,rie •• h .... lc.i"ico. flelie.'· 
,ng Ih ....... , ween. muj' d.pend 
upon ,h. elf.."i,..n ... of Ih. manuf •• · 
luring P"""ss ... ·n .. h ••• Ib ""prod"". 
lioni,;n,:· ,,-ld,l;x,j oo" .... ·.d • unj,!"" 
.... "'1>1) . .. e,hod. U .. n, pl."ie body 
pant"li ol di""~n' .... ,,1 .... nd ftuibili· 
" .. be .n""red che" loat"~' 00 1M space 
f ...... by ..... pIo)'i" •• I'IF ··",ill and 
dnll·· mach, ... Oft che .... "'bly line. ,,-, 
exh spa« r... .... paw;.;! unok< II. lbe 
hu". Gil .... ,,-buitc """"hln' "'""Id si· 
",ul .. """"o1y",ill J' difrc:re'" body .,. 
,""hmen' potn" 10 Ih. eOl."t bc1~c 
.nd ,hen d.iIl th.", p ••• i,ely. Th" 
WO<Ild .",,,,. Ih.at Ihe molded pl."ic 
""in •• Ii$floo ,,·i, •• tolerJne. uf 1164 
in .. d"p"c .ny ",inot dilC,~pane,,,, in 
'he " 'ddin, of 'he b.lie If!.l« framc .... 
.. mbloo from.h modul .. unill. 

Th. body pan.l. "'er. molded from 
'''"0 basic Iype' of pI'"ic. Tho!.< ""lui,· 
in, " ... ripelily ..... h •• ,he horizon,,1 
p;.cn-Ioood. roof. uppe' ~ .. '1,,"11<1 
pan<ll and .. ,. d«l-"'·.,e ","d. of 
.... ef molded compound (S.'.IC). ",hoi. 
'hoK , ubJ cc, ' 0 f"'1"uI eonl.e'
bumpen.. fronl fen ...... doors.1>II Iovo'Cf 
~ .. 'I"""" pa ... l-ustd lhe rextion in
,..:tioft!l>oldcd umhan. (R IM ) pooc'" 
.bo tailed RR I.'.I '"'ben ~.nlOrced ,.,," 
6be'1LoIi rOf ""Ie' m.""h. Th •• nli .. 
. pace f .. ", .... um-pl •• " . body 'Y"'''' 
ha. been s«n" ccun<:>mi<: rOf 100.000 
Unill annu:l lly. "",,;bly 1$(1.000. 

Whole Ihe cencep .. for Ih. "rue."", 

and .... nur.c,,,rio, P'IX'" .. 'ere being 
.. fined. Ih. ",echan;cal rompon.n .. 
" ... ~ under coo"de .. "on. In II . onJinal 
,,,.s<: asa rommu'". 'he I'"", IIOd 10 be 
an «<Ioomi<: """"",,,,,n. " .. n,.n el,"
,n, dnw .. "in . Tew: X-c:ar·, ·· Iron 1>U ~e·· 

2.S-lil<' _ .... ·Ii""" I ... n>" ..... pICa". 
, ..... chokn for Ih" 'n" ... 1 P ..... , serie$. at-
lbou&h 1"-' .n"ne romP''''m.nl ,... de
.. ",ed f,om 'h" ""' .. ' ... ,'" mo'" for 
10'1'" unib ol v" coofiS"""ion. The x
a. ul ..... n. dlCu,ed ,h. !'-ca, ..... , 
lr.Kk a. 58.7 ' n .. ,"'hile Ihe .npn. and 
pa ... niC' acrommoda,ion •• lIed fot a 
ra"'Y lon, .... h.db ... 3,93.4 in. 

Th. fin, .pa .. (ram ... as b"il' by a 4_ 
m •• e ..... " En,". a ..... .., •• 1 l'oro" "" fa-
c,li,y in Troy. Michi,,". !:>cgin"in~ in 
Oc,obe, 1979. Th. poo.",)'(><: bod)",,'o.k. 
(OnCO',¥ed by lhe I'»nlil.c ad, .. n<ed ~'u
d;o undo. lion Ihll. ,. ... bu,ll of fibe ... 
sLas. .... hh p,opol1ion. ul"nu,dy 
",,,,.00 "'" ,,,-, prodl><' iott model bu, 
d,lI".ri"l ,n .... ny dona,L,. n", fi ... ",n-
nin, 0'. ol ... hi.h lbe purpose "' ... 10 
coo"i .... OM uccu'"'''' of '" . 'iabili.y. 
,... «>mpk.ed 00 Ma",h 15. 1980. ooly 
fi,·. mOft,h. from I"""P"ot' . 

FoiIo<l'<N by 16 I""'"f"O'O'ypes .. i,h 
pla>tic Ikin> (.1.., ">In, ,h. o.;"nal 
body Moign .•• "",n ,n R&r. pte ...... 
in ,be M3Y 1981 i"".). 'he ""pn.' <3. 
domon",,".d I .. prom,s<: and ,he pack
age ",,,uppreved on "pril 16. 1980 and 
,u,nN ' .... e. to Ih. I'onl". production 
dc>i", ""d,o und .. John Sch,nc!l. ru, 
.. rlinJ.dln ..... n' on "pril 24. Pon' ... •• 
older PI.nl 8. be,n. "Jed fo' O",nd Prix 
prodl><"on. "'., .. I«,ed •• 'he .... fot 
P .... , .... nutloCtu~. tcqu,rin, 0 «>mpl .. c 
~"",· .. iott (Incl"din, cobol .. ·.kling &1 
.. ·,,11 &1.M mill and dnll machin,,). ,,·hil. 
d<ulIl .n"....mn' COOllnued al Ih. En
,ec fa",lny undo. Jay W"""I and. ~, .... 
Ron Rose"'. 

Stoll k,oo.'n al cbe!'-ca, .. "h,n 1'0,".-
x. ,be ca •• 1", tcCli"e\! lbe.O<k -S
na.ion 2M4 0-".'. mid·.nSin •. 
4·.)I;nd«) .nd ,he I."'po"'y n,,,,. 
""ga.u,. Tbo <mblo",."';cd on Ih •• 'o:S· 
•• u. themc and "''''Y d' ... ,n.bl. '" • 
"";n&cd bo~. " "lI' first . kelch'" in Ih. 
''''nliac InN"", .Iud .. by Jon AI ben, 

il«auso .,f Ih. X ... " ... ck dimen.ion. 
,h. ~"i.ro had" "'cd. mll<'U'" and Ihi' 
.11",,·ed .he cn~n.",O') III """,ion ,he 10-
pI. 1lI.1 unk ,n ,bc m,ddle 0( th. car. 
be,,"'..,n 'M ''''"0 pa ... n' .... ,,'h ... " 
would ha," lhe bnl prot"'ll()fI 01>11 ar· 
fec, 'M ...... p, di"ribu,ion 1M ....... To 
~ecp oJ .. ea, &1 ~"" as f'OIoslbIc. ,be "iI 
..... doi",,,, '0 boo .. ooly • mod." ... 
a""",nlolluw&< In (ron,. T ...... , <us
pen ...... 11m. "".'" employed. uoin, a 
ditr. .. nl c_.",Il«. ol_"". ""hik 
di .. br.tkc. "'.'" fill<N all .round. a f.
""nbl. ~ ... I' of """"in, ,h. X ....... fton,· 
dri .. laYOUI '0 'he bad. Mosl of Ib< 
n .... "'"lI11. ~<n up hy .,<I .. ,ot .nd 'PO'" 
.i ... .. ·i.h ;0"'" room .'ou"d Ihe ed8~ 

f'" ineiden'3' pofCcl •. 
Once ,h. m'JOfi'y of Prod"""On d .... 

",ii, "'."'" p,nned """·n. ](I add"",nal 
"""1'"101 pro."')'p<> ,"'c" 3~ml>led be--
fo .. pi"" ClIO') ...... ""11«* d" ... dy ftom 
prodl><'ion toolin .. l'ull.....,.l ..... nufac-
.ure ~pn "'/uly 198) f",. Scpl<mbcr 
14 In'rod""""". 

..... pro.ll><'. 'he Fiero i, .. ill lhe 
h,p·mile.". commul ••• t "' ... intended 
10 be. but lbe impro"", economIC cli
m". ha. pennll1<N Ponl"': ' 0 ...... in 
'ponin, . h ...... ""1C> by .. fcmns '0" 
in I""" .... "rial • • a d,h ..... " . As Ihe 
foll""·in, full "",d ,nl ,,,,,,",'>" ,hi. d.· 
"'riplion is .ompl<lCly ju,lir..d, 

Al lhough Ih. n·bhp 4 ... )lin<lCl cn
sine doc>n· , I""f"'I 'he 2S00-!b car ala 
0l"nltn4 ra'". !'<>n,cK 'I m. kinS modifi_ 
•• lIon ,nf"""",,on and 1"''' num!:>crs 
a •• illblo (ot eu,tome" .. ·.n,in~ 10 bring 
,he IOu, up '" I "'(><:N"'y conn,"""io" 
of 0 ' · ... 140 bioI'. Th,.., ' ran""'I$"", op-
c""' .... otr.rcd: ••. ~ .... nual ... "b 
• 4. 10: I ri ... 1 dri'e ""0. ,he ""me ". ••. 
bo~ ""IIh 1"-' h' .... ""I""&< rano of J.32: I 
(for ... hich I"",,iao: .b.i", •• h'~""y 
coowmp""" fi6u~ of $(I ml'6). .nd • J. 
.peed a,,,o .... ,ie ,",,,h. J. 13 "'00. The 
.n·independent bu •• Ulpen .. on in· 
.Iude> I l-in ""'led <tcel .. 'h"d~ " '"h 
fi nned cal' .I"""num ... heel • .., an op
'IOn ... holc lh. WS6 h.ndlins podaS". 
oompr;,in, J ,tTe",n1 .'pn"" "nd .\hlXk 
absorb< .. fron, .nJ rea •. i. m.l.d "'i,h 
..... m.ly hand",,,,,, 14-,n. CO" alumi· 
nom ""h.ell and 1'21SI60R Good)",,, 
EaV' GT 'i .... 

Wi.h 'he .. od . ... )Iinde •• ng,ne. ,he 
only 00' .. ,.i~bI" on prodlKtion tan 
for Ih. 1934 mod.1 le.,. lhe Fiero is a 
10~mph car ""Ilh 0 -60 .. pit accel ... · 
,ion ,n .he lI-S«<>1>d elus ("'" ro.>d 
1<>1). For 198$ cbe 1.9-1. ... Vo{; en""e 
"",11 be: a, .. ,I.ble. ineludlll, • ,uo1>oe 
(I"'1ed •• ""'" ... i,h 180 bhp. """lIy 
doubl • • be ba", ""'1'"". and e_'poo,e\! 
0 -60 limn around 6 soe . That "" i11 
pl .... ,h. h"h pe.fotm.nce .n'h" .... ". 
bu. for no ... Pon" .. i~ unde"landobl)" 
roncen" .. I., 00 '.'"ng lh .... si. a. 
ri,hl. Con!'d.fin, ,h.1 probably 8U pe'
c<:nl of ,h. hlimalcd nt>c·y"" m."ke' of 
H.ooo-BS.ooo .0"", "",11 !:>c composc<l 
of I.,j petfut ........ ...,.;.,n'.d .u,tom .... 
Ihi, " 'OIIld _m '0 ~ 0 !'Jod priority. 
Th~ po'~n".' .... ' l .' fot 'he H<"to i, 
u>o ; ",'h In upee'cd I'"ce "s of 
S9000 $10.000 " IJw>uld al'P"al '0 • 
""ide >pCC,rum oI"bu)'r .. ,"":In"n, un''11K 
"}Iin .. JOOd ha ..... ,n, and a I"~ury ,nl.· 
nor. fot rommut~, or pie .... '" dri',n~ 

,,-n •• lhe anoa<""c .. I.nor. ,h ..... ok. 
romfollablc and .~'.n .... 1y equ,pped 
.n"riot .... y be ,be ~~ 10 ,be ...... ulti· 
"' ..... cepla ... ~. Th" comcs ,n I...., 
oonfisur~'ion ... hc ba .. Hero (ot enu)·· 
I.,·d. as l'onlix tall' il~ and the "'I><h 
bell", appoon,.d I~.", $IE ,·",,;on. wi,h 
J·,po~.pad<lcd u,ech.n. >t .. ,ing "he."I._ 

$(PT("B~~ In, · s 


