
Fierogeoesis 

1M /i'" r"I/·IiZM dtly """'d of I~' P<fJ'. /inlM<d ""fly in .lIa .. h 1979. 
.""W,,J,M I~' dropptd _.niI r~plM "PP'"' ,/0., _Id II< ramtd 
'''_gh '" ,It. ","",,,'''iM Fi<""-

B, Jw .. . ". ,,,, origi",,1 1'«1' ml¥. h.d 11«" ~"<d '" I . .... !»'"« 
• " __ ,..,.il 11<1,11 •• ~.I/""Y ", ,II< IN>dy. Tltl. d«',. ,Ir""., >",. <UJd<d 
'" "",rld,. _y 10 ~'d, .... ",1 ofll!< ··_k II ... ··.r ,h. 1»<1,1"'"'1>. 

TM Ad .. _ III S!~d", ""'M ",II ,,,,, ... I..,J P-<I.y _rI ><ry /a" '" 
"","11 /979. $,;// ""?i"8 'h, $pn'" It''''''. 'hi' if '1("",,1/, 1M Ihird ,.,.. 
JioI! arlM origi"al P<o' p"'fX'S'Jl and foal""'. splil./.",p "''' rOk;" . ..,. 
,/tal ;" ... , 1»<1, "i, in,,,k •. "nd " wI.d .... lik. Itl", p""d in 'he C·pil"". 

1'1, <UJdili .. of. h.MJ~k _'I"do .. "nd ,I ... q"."o, wi",*,", ",".11y 
<~g"t<d lll<fi"'·"'''''''';''' $pn'''' ",,,,,,",,,,1/1- ~ ,I.u q"'''''' ";"Jo~ 
_""Id Ito", '" IK .band""'" ,in« I" 0...",,,,, 1979. _11<" Ihl, mod,l ...... 
""",pkI<d. ,~, ,.<O,~ ",,,gl '"lui"'''"" _.",/i".HM! .,.,/ ,~. ""',. .. ,,~ 
",I c·""" """Id 1M( II< ,h;""M I. '1m. for pmd"rt;"'. 

wh .. I,. while lh. basic form Sl ' Yo:d t»<n· 
lially Ihe same. We say <ss<",liJlly. ,ince 
Ron Hm. Ihe Advan«d III 511>dio·, chief 
designer. " "as con,id.rins revisins Ihe P­
car·, profile ,,·ilh the addilion 0( I bubble.. 
bock ..... r windo .... 1I0,,-••• r. 'he f .. tback 
ne.er got ,n ,he fino) pro"",,1 .tag. due 10 
problems 0( <nsine Ic:c:ossibility Ind in· 
C<~ produelion COSIO_ By the "me of 
Ih. car·. final presenl>!;"" 10 OM corp<>­

rat. man.gement Iypes in April 1980. lh. 
de,·. lopmenl program had olready been 
.... i .. h<d off and bock on by ,h. Ooneral. 
y .. the P-car dtsig" """"P' "maine<! a. 
frtsh .. Ihe day i, ..... fil"$' laid down. 

Ouring the ,hird w",k of April 1980. 
O M·s corpOral< man.gomont 8"e Ponliae 
Ih. gr"," light '0 ready Ih. P..,or for pro­
duelion_ A couple 0( d.y. laleT. ,",pOn'" 
bilily for Ih. P..,a,·, design de"elopmen' 
..... re .... igned to John SehineU.·. Ponli . c 
II SlU<!io. Un""r Sehinell •. every ."lerior 
body panel w .. revi-.ed. ",ilh the re.ul1 
yioidinl a mort aggr ... i, •• utomobile. 
Once ... n .... 'ho Pon,io. I I .. udio erew rc· 
fined tl\< conoepl car inlo a build'ble mid_ 
engint(! spOrtS car with an imm ... ialdy 
i""nlifiable Ponliac look. Comparod to Ih~ 
•• rly Advane'" Sludio ,-enion. the Ponliac 
II P..,ar f •• lU'es a more p,onnune«i wodS<' 
shape as wen a • • fun .. <lall«:. 

Under $chin.n • . Ihe $<ating pO<ilion 
w. s moved fo",,-..nI in order '0 accommo­
date a V-«mfiguralion .nginc. (No. i'-$ n", 

a"Hable yel, maybe ne,,' )-car.) Wilh lhe 
"3Ii"3 position ck>ler 10 lh. front ule 
cente,line. Ih. wind.hield rake was in_ 
creased by 4· to 63' . ju.t a .ingl. degree 
··s""".r"· than 'he Co ....... ",. muoh·lO"'''' 
fron' .. rton. Wilh I>Q "sible air intake. Ih. 
P..;ar. 0$ inl.rpret«l by Hill". Ad.-anc..cl 

In April 1980, Pontiac 
got the green light to 

ready the P-car for 
production 

!II Sludio. laek..cl a Ponliae ··r,...:· This 
was quickly r"",«Iied b)· Sehi""lIa ... ilh Ih • 
addil;"" of 1"--0 1.rge. block bumper pad. 
lbat COI>spire '0 er<.,,, 0 look nOi unlike 
lhal of Ibe I~i,;""al Ponl;"o'plil grill.-.. 
and Slrongly reminiscent of , b. Firtbird. 

While lhings werc going SIDOO,hly for 
Sehinell. on the body design fronl. the SIU' 
dio ".-a. also respon.ibl. fo, coming up 
,,·ilh an embl.m for Ihe P..,ar. Normally 
' his would pose f.w problems for. design 
group 0$101.n,'" a. Sehin.II.· .. bUl lhe ve· 

hick ...... 1ill unn.",'" al lhe lime. NO! 
Ibat 'hore wo. a shu"ogo of propO,,,d 
namts flo'ling around for Ihe mid.engined 
Ponliac_ Fiamma. PIOOO, Sunfir •. Ptga<U$. 
P5000. and e,-e.-,re you rcad~'?-Hum. 
mingbird h.d been knockod around for 
monlbs_ Of .11 the na me$ being 100$<d 
aboul. Sehinclla (and lhi. wriler) believed 
Pegasus was the mosl 'ppropri.al. name for 
Ihe 2· ... t ••. Ponliac m.n.semenl ...,med 
10 fa'"01" Ihi' choice as " .. II. and Sehin.lb 
& Co. ""'rk«l up. winged horse logo for 
Ih. P..,or. Allhnugh Ihe P.gosus "",,e nev­
er mad. i,. losing oul 10 Fi<ro 0: ,h. 1.<1 
inStanl. Ihe winged horse emblem " .. ill 
adorn all produOlion P-(C.n;. 

v.ry lat. in lhe p..,ar·, dtsign stswion 
period. rail of 1981. GM corporale pulled 
lhe plug on the ,,,hid.·s d.velop"",nl. For 
lhe third limc in as m.ny y.ars. lh. fune,' 
II .wilched off lhe I'·program in mid 
stride. This time II\< reason " ... ·'corporatc 
revit ... of 2.place ,-.hicle market of lile 
'80s:. CIM$ie GM Non·Spe.k al i1< bes,. 
T he e .. Ol reasons for t1><: v.riou. I'..,.r 
pOSlpOnements w;lI never be kno,,-n. bUI 
one of lb. rumors makts inlc!"CSling re.d· 
ing_ A fr«luenlly repOrted reason for the 
on-again""'tr·again status of Ihe 1'..,3' has 
been the d.im of ··unfai"· from Ch"role1. 
" 'hich belb·oo th" littl. nid."ngin'" 2· 
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