1984 Pontiac Fiero

ROAD TEST DATA

choice of two final drive ratios is available.
The standard axle ratio is 4.10:1, which
gets you a 4th-gear ratio of .81:1 making
for an overall ratio of 3.32:1. The optional
economy ratio 1s 3.32:1, and this gets you
a 4th-gear ratio of .73:1, yielding an overall
ratio of 2.42:1. Pontiac is pegging the op-
tional gear ratio as an economy-geared car,
The standard ratio 15 the best choice for
performance and it doesn't seem to com-
promise fuel economy very much. As evi-
dence, consider the 30.7 mpg mentioned
above.

The base radio i1s adeguate if you use
music as background white noise, but if
you're into German Techno-Rock (The
Kommissar’s in town, oh-oh) you'll prob-
ably appreciate the upscale optional unit.
This option also gets you two 3-in. speak-
ers mounted into the headrests. Ultra-zoot
and very nice, although we wouldn't care
to assess the hearning loss potential at full
chat.

As you can probably surmise, the Fiero
has made quite a hit around here. Pontiac’s
stock went up tenfold in our book. Il any
criticisms could be leveled at the car, how-
ever, they would take the form of asking
Bill Hoglund to install a 5-speed transmis-
sion and find some more horsepower in the
2. 5-liter or install something like a V-6 or
a turbo 1.8. Something in the order of 130-
150 hp would be very mice. And while
they're at it, maybe widen the brake pedal
by an inch or 50 to the nght for easier heel-
and-toe. As it stands, the Fiero will be
more than acceptable to 80% of the people
who will buy it. But there’s that 209 out
here, the same 209 who are ordering more
STEs than Pontiac can supply, who crave
the power. But we understand 5-speeds
and more muscle are in the pipeline. And
with that said, the sports car crazies and
fans of affordable, fun, high-tech cars
should now please rise and give Pontiac a
big round of applause. The division de-
serves it. People with guts always do. M)
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