The tactile sensations from the wheel feel more like
a Fﬂmula Ford than a

evet =

All the preces for turning your Ficro into a racer will be available from Pontioe.

The steering wheel is a thick, well-pad-
ded 3-spoker, with the two horizontal
spokes ideally situwated for locking your
thumbs in the three and nine position. The
shifter 18 less than a handspan [rom the
edge of the wheel and the op of the shilter
knob is on the same plane as the centerline
of the steering wheel. In other words, real

handy. The shift lever has been cocked to-
ward the wheel specifically for that pur-
pose. The fairly high center console
(which, by the way, houses the fuel tank),
1% on the same plane as the armrests on the
door. The seats are excellent, well padded,
well bolstered, and have enough rake ad-
justment 1o suil just about everyone but the

tallest drivers. Leg room, especially for the
passenger, is more than adeguate. Same
goes for clbow and knee room. Some peo-
ple might have a spot of trouble getting in-
to and out of the car, but it"s no worse than
any other 2-seater around. Hey, it's a
sports car, okay? So don’t let yoursell get
fat, and plan to travel light. Actually, you
don't have to travel all that light. Two peo-
ple could take along enough clothes for a
long weekend and not get cramped.

The Fiero will be available in two ver-
sions, the base version and the SE. The SE
is the better handling of the two. It comes
with chunky 215/60R 14 Eagle GT rubber
mounied on 14-in. wheels and includes
higher-rate springs and different shocks.
The base car has 185/80R 13 uires on 13-in,
wheels. Actually there's enough room un-
der the fenders to allow 15-inchers. If
you're after handling, the WS6 packaging
15 recommended. You don't have to go
with the full SE option treatment to get the
W36 suspension package. The base car
comes with almost the same manual gear-
box ratios as the higher-level car, but a

and structures before they were
wolded together. The solution, there-
fore, seemed simple—just drill all the
holes afler everything was weided up.

Easier said than done. Machining an
engine block aller it's cast requires a
ool about the size of your average
room, To machine an entire frame
would require a device as big as a
small house. And in the Fiero plant,
that's what they'va gol. Bullt by Gilman
Machine Tool, the "mill and drill” ma
chine stands 274 stories tall and literally
swallows each Flero [rame.

At 39 points on the frame are mount-
ing blocks, to which all the Enduraflex

body panels will be belted. Each block
is made of utmnped sheel metal, ap-
proximately % in. square and %2 .
high. They lock like tiny open boxes
and arefilled with an epoxy compound
and then spol welded, by flanges, to
the frame proper. The % in. square
gives a rough target for the location of
lhe appropriate mounting hole.

As the Fiero frame goes inlo the mill
and drill machine, it is referenced oil
poinis on the doors and then clamped
inlo place with great precision. Then
39 geparate milling heads descend as
one; each going lor its appropriate ep-
oxy-lilled mounting pad. The milling
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heads are driven by individual electric
molors, and individual sensors can de-
termine when each cutter bit is through
the epoxy and into the steel of the
frame beneath (at which point it allers
ils speed and feed ratle accordingly).
The individual cutter bits also mill the
tops of the pads to a specilied heighl.

The mill and drill machine is so pre-
cise the holes are dnlled lo iclerances
of 0.002 in., and the methed ensures a
fit of body panels wilthin a tolerance of
plus or minus 0.5 mm, or less than 0.02
in. Body repair will be simple and
quick. All body panels are bolt-on; an
owner can change a fender in less than
an hour. If you can handle windshield
removal, you could redo the entire
body in aboul a day. Kepair is so easy,
in facl, that Pontiac is already petition-
ing the insurance industry for lower col-
lision repair rales.

Just like every other new car model
of the modern generation, the Fiero has
ite own brand of [resh lechnology: a
space frame machined to lolerances
normally reserved lor engines and
ransmissions. And unlike some break-
throughs that are invisible to the eye
and only obscurely understocd, the re-
sults of thal precision are sitting righ!
there on the Pontiac showroom floors,
in body panels that {il like they came
on a Rolls-Royce and yel can be re-
placed lor repair like they're on a race

car. Now that’s revolutionary.
—on Fuller
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