FORGING THE FIERO

At ane point, Advanced Three considéered wraparound
parking and turn-signal lamps (abovel hood-located
air intakes, and a Nying-butiress rear end (nightl, =

Fiero |:Iui1'|l [romm Pontiac's Advanced
Vehcle Concepts group, the drvetram
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consequently  the width, had  alreads
been  estabhished Seaime was  also

worked owu, smmce the enginecrnng
group had deaded 1o house the [uel
tank and the service hines inoa central
tunnel

Uhree eritical design issues remamed
to be addressed, First, should the Fiero
fasthack or a notchback? Al-
though some [astback designs
considered, Hill's  group
forced by cost and weaight constramis 1o

oo with a notchiback, the most T tical
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design lor exhaustung engine heat away
from the PpAassengcr Compeirtment.

second, Pontiac s new "spacelrame™
underbody construction technique ne-
between the car's
Instead ol trnviang to
make the Fiero appear seamless, Ad-
vanced Three carefully incor porated the
culs ol the deck hds and doors o the
overall design

A third problem sprang from engin-
cering's plan to use wwo different mate-
nals m place ol sheetmetal: reaction-
imjecton-molded (RIM) on
the car’s upper hall, and thermoplastic
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The bubble back (ieft) was desirable frem an aerodynamic standpaint
bul loo expensive. Another Agvanced Design study (above) sported
windowless B-pillars and a heavy cut line around the car's rmiddie

cduction car actually makes use of fou
cdhiflerent |:|:.|-11-.- RiIM. THO,
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sheel
and
reaction-mjection-molded urethane.)
Advanced Three avanded a potentally
h]il;hl_l'q. maocling il Iiu' ;r].lhl:lq-. s Ay -
g a deep crease around the car's mad-
dle 1o divide the RIM panels trom the
I'PO panels neatly and deasively, Later
i the program, the nux of materals
changed., and the crease was toned
down with a black rub surep,

Accordimeg to Hill, a consensus on the
Fiero shape was reached quicklv. In-
stead of the usual proliferation ol scale
maodels, just one was made and sent 1o
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