sivie doghouse down the muddle seems a
bit overpowering at hirst, but it soon be-

COINEes an .n_u_-i_nr.zlrh- (1l not pariu wlaris

welcome) shelf for elbows; at least the
door-side armrests hie at the same cleva-
non. The shift lever s a bt oo far lor-
ward [or our taste (the knob reaches the
wheel plane onlv at the bottom ol the
H-pattern), but the leel through the le-
ver 15 surprsingly transmissionlike,
spiie of the [act that cables are actually
domnye the shifuny

Were not parncularly thnlled by the
mstrument cluster. Although the neces-
wary inlormanon 1s avalable (except lor
veloaines above 85 mph), the man dials
are too small, the designers have select-
cd an awkward mux ol round and squarc
openmgs, and the whole array 1= spot-
tedd a pood three nches oo low. (Clear-
|'._ Ih*-u,' '.1.|:|.:| ]:.|1:|{|-:_'|t ihis '|ri|..:*~1' Ol I!]'Jr_'
creatton could proli from a crash
course al the Porsche school ol insors-
mentanon lavout) Otherwise, the mie-
1or s pure luncoon \'.J.1IJ|H'TI i tastelul
im. Go for the up-level SE internior,
and vou get 2

stecring wheel, genuine prgskin |||;rhni-
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and lamb’'s-lleece down
the middle of the well-contoured bucket

L Y :"rll:']r IJ;:I Ly r!;q Fiero s killer sounid

s LTV IS CErts

LS LI .|1'|-'i LR i |r.|.|: ial sleErco
speakers m each headrest

Chne mmght fancy that a simple turm ol
the kev und a punch of the nght pedal
would snap this ilusion ol SPOTES-CAr s-
premacy into reahity, but such 1s not the
case. Escape veloaty may be scheduled
for next vear, but for the nme bemng the
Ficro 15 a vicum of s 50-mpg obhga
nons, The best vou can do s select the
“performance” set ol ransmussion and
linal-dnve gear ratios (which drops the
EPA lnghway tuel economy 1o 42 mpg)
E.I]I'ﬁ |r1||.!l"'¢|;"1. {',i!-l‘-l."lt|l."ﬁ.'ﬁ .||| ||:J'|'i' \.III:'E'I;.!";. ‘1?
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nanon of short geanng and an engne
that goes breathless au A5 rpm pro-
e IMONeE TSIl on than acoeler-
toen. Shilt early and want patnently lor
the 2.8-hiter G0-degree V-6 that's jusi
around the comer.

I'lns vear's four-cvlinder does, s
ume, deliver vou 1o the poini
where handling fun begins. 'The Frero
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der-, over-, or neutral-steer prelerences.
Ihe nose drfis out mildly as cormering
torces build, but it's a simple mauter of
hitung oll the gas pedal for an instant 1o
cut back smartly on the undersiee: And
then the Fiero s vours (o play with as
vou dnft across lite’s apexes with the
preatest ol case. Sticuon levels are ex-
cellent ar 0,81 ¢

I'he steerning has much less [eel than
it should., but the

Ly S
ratio 1% sausihvingly

e1ll.||-:. A power assist s ol vl i.m.r! i}
the deal (it wall be later), but Ponuac has
added a hvdraulic damper 1o ns rack-
,|1:||l.-|:|||j|1r'|| sieenng Foal 1m an ..'lh']!lt'll'l
to himit kickback through the wheel over
hurllln. [This ]}Ln has been only 11-.ul:i.t|-
found the

LTI,

Iv suceessiul o date: we

Fiero's wheel busy over waw
although the nde 15 exemplan

Development s far from hmished, so
wie il |.-11.'Jr1 to st hack and watch the
Fiero hight its wav through the tryving
stages of carly producuon belore pass-
ing final ||:|f|_-_:|:n:'r|1 It's cleir, however,
|||L|I I|||,'|4,1 l.ﬂ.i" |||_' SO r]h.l|r1|lll!”l]tt_‘]ll
over the [eebhle |n|'u.1':-lu-1'-r:-,;hl ralios

that will hut the streets thas [all. Even so.



