PONTIAC FIERO

Pontiac's revolutionary building blocks include an X-car power-
frain and Suspension, 8 modified [-car fron? Suspensiion, 8 unifized
glond pnderbody, and a doren mapor molded-plashic body paneals

heavier than Aldikacu would have hiked.
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and he ean HII'.::- dream of a Ll gFear | are *.::11|::|'. anchored 1o vl ln;iuh O

somewhere ofl i the msty [uture, Such
15 the lot of an engineer who must pick
and choose from shelves that are sadh

hehund the times
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15 not another ront-dnve Ilnulp.m with

thie beatty here s that the Fiero

the back seat lopped off and & point,
Wzl
with the back=motor ril_'\l;_l_“ 150 satishy=
ing 43.5

prose ncked on distnbution

percent [ront. 5G.5 percent
rear, and the control-arm (romt SUS pen-
sion from the Chevette should do well
with the Glksenes Goodvear Eagle Gl
ures (oremalls l:il:_".|.'|-:|;u'l| for the Ciia-
non X-11). The
suspension has new sprnng raites, shock
valving, and rubber bushings, but s

=1|EH'1 WsL 1llh1h{_'l'['1| Illllll Lhe -H-Il:.;ilhll
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Necar conlipuratnon. Since there 15 no
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the P-car's penmeter subloume

As vou might imagine, this package 15
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[he nose 15 long and low to cut acrody-
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hcent at 0.377). The luel tank s located
mside a nnel that bisects the body,
and  engine-coolant lmes run to the
(ront-monnted radator along the outer
sills, While the 1::1:|-:_'LL;1i|1|'4[4'x|_-_;|| mght
suggest the possibility ol two trunks, the
chockablock

lorward compartment s
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In bhack.

vou il find a well that’s wide and deep
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more than a small dultel bag

but very pnched m the lore-and-alt dh-
Ponnac clams i will swallow
twio regulaton-see goll
Ul
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baws: 1l vou

wish 1o convenuional luggage.
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Something has 1o go when the roof-
line 15 squeezed down so low (to 46.9
mches, matching the Corvette s overall

hetght), and Pontiac wiselv sacnfwed
lugeage room nstead of mtenor space
In fact, the Fiero’s cockpit seems all the
more mviting because it hugs the road.
The knee-lugh door handle demands a
it ol bendmg, but there's absolutely no
aggravation on entrv, because the open-
myg 15 wide and the doorsill s just 2 m-
cron or s above the pavement. The op-
o ol steernneg column 5 a great ad
to a smooth entrance. Leg space 15 gen-
erous and strarht ahead, and a dead
pedal has thoughtdully been provided 1o
brace the lelt foot. Joy upon joy, it's a
spap 1o heel-and-toe without 2 PerTInS-

ston shp from vour podiamst, The mas-



