Lighting a pilot under burning desire.

Fans ol the new and different, rejoice,
The Pamachine s here at Last, Although
Ponuac's progeny docs bow o conven-
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buckle up for a sharp break [rom tradi-
non. Consider the particulars
* The Fiero 254 s the annithesis of the
corparate-commuttes  car. One  man
Hulk: Aldikacu, a Turkish-born GM en-
gmeer. conceived I as a lurmng point
lor the Pontme Division. He also helped
sell the wdea 1o corporate management
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and guded the car through the devel-
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* The Fiero 2M4 15 a mud-engmed. rear-
Detron
viears 1oved wath such a lvout but has
never belore manulaciured one lor sale
1o the pubhc.

* The Frero 2M4 1% a true

wheel-drive two-seater has Lo

SJROrls Ol
MNow that Amernica has two toos oredil,
the terms “personal-luxury  car”
“sporty two-plus-twa”™  will
quite the same,
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fenders and an engine bay that s large
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wan wdeal blank canvas [or future alier-
ations, both inswide the [actory and out-
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side an the ever resourcelul altermarket.
#T'he Fiero 284 15 a thnll o look at a
oy 1o nde in, and a ball o dove. s vis-
ceral appeal will doubtless teeter the
loluly perched Corvetle

Lt thes mmpressive
Iist of character relerences must be 1ak-
en with two grans of salt. First of all,

Be lorewarned

our expeniences 1o date are hmited 1o
i.ll:l.lll'lll.l.1[| cars, whieh are never a per-
tect forecast ol what the assembly hine
will dielivie
phicet 1k
under

Second, vou should realize
Firero hurns wath a steady Hame
hd, but 's nothing
even close 1o a rapinge mfemo. There i<

U2 net horsepower 1o work with tor the

the engine

me bemng, clearly notl enough 10 blase
this 20600-pound machme mio the accel-
cration record books

As luck would have i, though, the
Fiero does boast sevezil streneiths 1o
carty it through the hrst vear ol us hie
while 1 awms the sigmbcant horsepow-
(1 llll'.:l.lljt"- it o richly deserves. No-
where else can vou buv the true exolc
look for less than ten grand. Wharn's
maore, the Fiero s blessed with its share
ol that all-important factor, hun-to-
diive, even though the power lactor
isit whit 1t should be
purpeselul exclusion of pracucahnes.
I'lis good-tme Charlie 1s quite happy
tey entertam vou and a buddy while car-
rving a bag or two ol beer and pretzels
i the back, bun don’t ask it to bring the

Ihere's also a
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kids or move that piece of furmture for

the mother-in-law. The Fiero deals in
IIHH’I"-“LI. TN CAr gy,
Aldikacu’s imtenuon at

gINning was a xh.up 1]t'|;.lrlun' from the
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stenle economy cars that sprang lorth
durmg Detroit’s knee-jerk response 1o
two close-coupled encrgy onises, Fo
once, the end |n|'r-t|u1| of all the high-
minded planning sesaons has hit the
target, if not the bull’s-eve. To sell the
fun, there
were but two prices 1o pay: early Fieros
would have 1o dehver exemplary fuel el-
ficiency, and, to keep the base price well
below S10,000, all would have o be
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