
plwlieularly when the day's activities 
entailed the unwinding of mountain 
t'oads. The Bomb's solidly bo l ~te re{1 
buckets kept dl"ive t's squarely in front 
of the wheel. .·eganllcs:-; of what was 
.l.roing on oul.-.;ide, and if there was any 
cl"iticism to be made it was fO I" a bit too 
much cnthui<iai<m: We'l·e sure that 
some driven; will lind their seats lo be 
on the firm !<ide fot' long hatlk 

T.vpically Honda, all conLl"Ols are al­
most pe r fectiy located, giving fi r·st ­
time (Irivers a sense of instant intima­
c.\'. lI \1we"c l" . vil'ibilit.\', normally 
anoLhel· Hornla stJ"ongsuiL, wa.,;;,somc­
what limited in the '"<.'HI· qua rters and 
the new glass panel, below the hatch 
opcning, i:-; useful only in backup ma­
ncuvers . The C I{X Si didn"l exactly 
ficducc an.vone with its looks, eit her. 
Though ulHlcn iab l.v funct ional , itil 
lines seemed distinctly offi}Cat in con­
tl"1lslto the ot.her llIembe,·s of the lest 
ncet. and there were those who said 
they prererred the jaullt.v l·oller"i$kaLe 
look of tile shorter· original. 

I-! owcv{'r, when it comes to as~es;.;­
ing- :-; jJOlt;.; cars the cr itical p('lt ions of 
t Il(· anatomy a re well below the vision 
c(>nter, and the new ('1{X Si satisfie~ 
thel'C l'e.l.r1ons douhle in spa(le~. 

Hauled by a new sohc 'I-valve cn­
g-ine that make:::; 11 hp more than t he 
previous Si po\\'C' r plant, the CHX 
soon established it~elf as thc (luickest 
member of t he primary fou r some in 
quarte r-m il e I"U n~, eve n t hough 0 t o 
GOtimes weren't qu ite as good as we'd 
expected. The 1.6 pulls mll nfu lly 
ac ross a rema r kably i')J·oad ra nge 
-unlike mostmu lt ivalvcs, thetol"Que 
pea k is a commendab ly low 2000 
rpm-and isn't as busy-sounding as 
Toyota's ot herwise excellent 1.6. 

1-1 an<lling was a fiu·ong point for the 
Ol·iginal CHX, and it's continued herc. 
The suspension has been revised, 
with Honda's double-wishbone sys­
tem fl'Ont and rea,·, t he wheelbase has 
been sU'etched 4 in. and the t rack is 
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wider by 1.4 in. front, 2 in. at t he rear. 
A II of this adds up to a package 

that's won d el"fully stable at any 
s peed, as pred ictable a:o; the seasons 
and uLtedy devoid or vices. Though 
the variab le ratio steet·ing has ac­
qu it'ed annoyingly high effot·t., it i;.; as 
precise as Lhe origi na l, with plenty of 
fee l. Bmking pe rformance a lso mea­
sures lip to tllis high level of achieve­
me nt-again. the be;;t. of the group 
-and if this isn't a co m bat-ready 
~howroom stock r·acel· l"ight out orthe 
box, we nevers:\w one. 

Mazda RX-7 GTU 
T houg h it. los t so me charade r and 
gained some weight in t.he transition 
from original to ::;;econd genera t ion 
(19M), the RX-7 has .llso evolved into 
one of t he most. user-friendly s pOl·t5 
cm·s you'l·e like ly to find anywhere. 
Its ba lance rivals the delightful li ttle 
MR2, t hough it's a good deal more for­
givi ng and fee ls ge nc)·all y more so­
phi sticated. 

The GTU is the sport edition of the 
RX-7 ramily, with slightly stiffer sus­
pens ion and a lillie less in t he way of 
luxo apl)ointments. T he GTU desig-

nation commemomtes Mazda's long 
domination of the Intc rnational Mo­
torSpol"1s Assn. (IM SA)GT U (forCT 
unde'· :1.0 liters) racing class, but a.<; 
the test results indicatc, the on-tr-.l.ck 
heritage is well insuilited. 

Pa rt of t he p,·oblcm lies with this 
car's enl:,ri ne. Rotary engi nes are his­
torically anemic in the low-end torque 
depart.ment, and the RX-7's twin-ro­
to r 13B runs t rue to the breed. It 
l akes some bwr,zing to get t he ca r 
launched and a ccrtain1.llnount of row­
ing a round in the exccllent 5-speed 
gea rbox to stay in the sweet part of 
Lhe powerband. 

011 the othe r hand, t he rotat'y is 
among the most pleasant traveling 
companions dev ised by man, one of 
those rare engines that require con-

stant tach checks, to lTIllke s ure it's 
still running. Calling t h e RX-7 
smooth is like calling Bl"igitte Nielsen 
atlr-aclive. It only nibbles at the edges 
ofreal it.y. 

The rotary engine is centra l lo a 
f;ense of refinemcnt that pervades the 
enti r·c car. Although t he second gen­
c)'ation RX-7 is deri vative in terms of 
styling, it is beautifully finished with- • 
in and without . The Reating drew the 
top rating in this group, ror its com­
rO l" t, appearance and wide range of 
a<ijustabi li t)', and f'olazda's nash or­
ange cont.rol m~u·kings lend a distinc­
t ive appe arance to the instrument 
pane l. 

Leg and headroom arc plentiful, 
and eve n though the RX-7 is out­
classed by the CRX in cal·go volume, 
it's the on ly other ca r in th is g roup 
that allows the option or more than 
overnight luggage. 

As we suggested ea rlie r , t he RX-7 
iil a g ratifyingly precise and predict­
ab le instr u ment for dissecting a 
stretch of mountain switchbacks. lts 
I·eal" suspension, {"OII!listing of t railing 
a l"ms, floating hubs and camber con­
ll"ol links, is the most soph isticated 


