MEhamics

APRIL 1988

Fast and furious fun
with the affordable
Z-seaters.
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PM COMPARISON TEST

FFORDABILITY, like good
looks, is a coneept that’ 5 open

tion. One man’'s (ll'hml ible is another
man’s unthinkable self-indulgence,

and like so many other things in life i
ultimately comes down to disposable
mneome.

However, when it comes to sports
cars, it’s pretty clear that the number
of machines most of us might regard
as affordable has thinned somewhat
since lhr lay of the British road-

n with a eutoff as high as
|l”“ the list dwindles down to a
scions few. We make it to be about a
{~dozen, in fact,
—‘L}'n' venerable Bertone X/1-9
Spider—represent
of this small segment

of L}wn
, we've grouped the
four cars Lhc

and a couple of

<ongtitute the heart of

the under-$20,000 sports car mar-
ket—the Honda CRX Si, Pontiac
Fiero GT, Toyota MR2 and Mazda
RX-T—to see just who's who.

i ased on (lll‘l‘ﬂi‘\llrllll\\'

rht and general vehicle con

we e \|11 seted this foursome to be quite
comparable, despite some fundamen-
tal differences in basic design (one
front-engine/front-drive, two mid-e
gine/rear drive and a front-engine/
reardrive).

That was the plan, anyway. A real
shootout. But what emerged after
four davs of tire-shredding in and
around Santa Barbara, California,
was a eross-section sufficiently di-
verse to make us a bit reluctant to
name winners, logers or also-rans.

Fach of th ‘s has its own pecu-
liar set of strengths, each has its
drawbacks, and each has its own dis-
tinctive character,




