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A FFORDAB ILI'I'y,likegOOd 
looks, is aconcept that'l; open 
to considerable inlcq)1'cta­

Lion. One man's affordable i;; anuther 
man's unthinkable self-indul)(cncc, 
and like so many other thing:-; in life it 
~ltimately comes clown to dis posable 
meomc. 

However. when it comes to s l)orLs 
em's, it.'s pretty clear that the Ilumbcl' 
of machines most of us might .-eganl 
as affordable has t hinned somewhat 
s ince the heyday of the Bdtish l"Oad­
!ite r. Eve n with a cutoff as high as 
$20,000, the list dwilldle~ down to a 
precious few. We make it to bc about a 
half-do:ten, in fact , and a couple of 
these-the vencl'able Bertone XIl-H 
and Alfa Romeo Spider-represent 
only a tiny slice orLhis small segment 
ofthe market. 

Accord ingly , we've grouped the 
four cars that constitute the heart or 

the uudc r-$20,OOO sports cal' mar­
ket-the Honda CRX Si, Pontiac 
Fiero GT, Toyota:V1 R2 and r-.Ia~da 
HX-7-to!;cejust who's who. 

t\t-isessed on a basis of powel'-lo­
weight and general vehide concept, 
we expe<:lecl this foursome to be quite 
comparable, despite some fundamen­
tal difference!; in bas ic des ign (one 
frollt.-engine!front.-dl'ive , two mid-en­
gine/ real' drive and a front-engine! 
I'em'drive), 

That was the plan, anyway, A real 
shootout. But what. emerged aft.er 
four da ys of t ire-s hredding in and 
lIroUll(i S;lIl t.a Barbara, California, 
wa~ a cross-section !;ufficielltly di­
vcn;e to make us a bit ,'e)uctantto 
name winners. losers 01' abo-railS. 

Eaell of these car!; has its own pecu­
lial' !;el of st rengths, each has its 
dl'awhacks, and each has its own dis­
tinctive character. 


